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Decisions 

1. As of this BSSG meeting #30, the BALTEX Science Steering Group is dissolved. 
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Introduction 

This final BALTEX Science Steering Group meeting took place in conjunction with the 7th 
Study Conference on BALTEX, where the new programme Baltic Earth, which succeeds 
BALTEX, was launched. Scope of the meeting was the transition of BALTEX to Baltic Earth 
at the conference and thereafter, and the termination of the BALTEX Science Steering Group. 
Anders Omstedt, co-chair of BSSG, welcomed all present members of BSSG to this final 
meeting. Current and future projects, events and publications were summarized, Sirje 
Keevallik dared to compare BALTEX and its development with the inflation of the Universe, 
and Hans-Jörg Isemer gave a retrospective presentation of 20 years of International BALTEX 
Secretariat. 
 
1. Organisational issues 
 
1.1  Approval of the agenda 
 
The agenda for the 30th BSSG meeting (Annex 1) was approved.  
 
1.2  Approval of the previous BALTEX SSG meeting minutes and action items 
 
The minutes of the 29th BSSG meeting, which was a joint meeting with the WG on 
PostBALTEX, were unanimously approved. The goal of this meeting was the installation of 
an Interim Science Steering Group on the new programme. Therefore, all action items of 
BSSG29 refer to the new group and will be settled there. 
 

2. The new Interim Science Steering Group  

At the last BALTEX SSG Meeting No. 29, the WG on PostBALTEX identified chairs and 
members of a Core Interims PostBALTEX Science Steering Group. This group had a meeting 
in Hamburg, 22 April 2013, to prepare the launch of the new programme at the 7th Study 
Conference on BALTEX on Öland. Specifically, decisions were taken concerning the way the 
new programme was to be presented at the Wednesday morning session (12 June), names for 
new members for a larger Interims-SSG to be approached, and concerning a name and logo 
for the new programme. 
 
The new Science Steering Group roots in the Core Interims Steering Group (see BSSG 29). 
New members will be approached to fill up the Steering Group so that a good representation 
according to the criteria set out below. An annual self-evaluation on member activities should 
warrant that the group stays active. Criteria for steering group members are: 
 
• Active contribution to SSG meetings, conferences, workshops, summer schools, chairing 

working groups and contribute in projects like BACC and Grand Challenges projects 
• Country balance 
• Gender balance 
• Scientific discipline balance 
• Institutional balance 
 
The current membership of the Core Interims Science Steering Group, as of this meeting (22 
April 2013), is given in the BSSG 29 minutes. 
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Further candidates for the new steering group will be selected from the list of candidates 
which were suggested by BSSG members, and former members of the BALTEX WG on 
PostBALTEX. The resulting larger Interim Steering Group will be presented at the Öland 
Conference. After one year, the Interim Steering Group shall convert into the new Science 
Steering Group, including potential modifications in membership and/or terms of reference. 
 
It was further suggested to install a “Senior Advisory Board”, with renowned senior scientists 
from the BALTEX community and beyond, to advise the Steering Group and to potentially 
provide support whenever necessary. Other large players in the Baltic Sea region should also 
be represented in this group (HELCOM, BONUS, ICES, etc.). 
 
The programme will have a strong educational and outreach aspect. In particular, the 
organisation of summer schools on different topics shall be a regular activity. Dedicated 
Working Groups on the tentative scientific Grand Challenges which had been defined by the 
WG on PostBALTEX for the new programme (see www.baltic-earth/balticearth), as well as 
on Education, and on Outreach and Communication will be initiated. 
 
At the Hamburg meeting, the new name was determined by vote, and also a new logo was 
drafted, which resembles the BALTEX logo to portray the BALTEX heritage, but also 
disctinct enough to stand for the new beginning.  
 
For a full documentation of the PostBALTEX process which led to the launch of the new 
programme Baltic Earth, refer to the meeting minutes of BSSG 27, 28 and 29 (available at 
www.baltex-research.eu/publications/ibsps.html), and the PostBALTEX meeting minutes 1-4 
(available at www.baltic-earth.eu/balticearth/). 

3. The 7th Study Conference on BALTEX 

Organisational issues concerning the conference were discussed. The opening session on 
Monday morning is honoured by   the visit of H.M. King Carl XVI Gustaf, King of Sweden, 
and 5 overview presentations will span the 20 years of BALTEX research (Anders Omstedt), 
the East-West aspect of BALTEX (Sirje Keevallik), the BACC project (Hans von Storch), the 
HELCOM perspective (Mikahil Durkin) and the prospects of the new BALTEX successor 
programme (Markus Meier). The scientific sessions are organized along the scientific 
BALTEX Phase II objectives: Improved understanding of energy and water cycles under 
changing conditions (Topic A), Analysis of climate variability and change, and provision of 
regional climate projections over the Baltic Sea basin during the 21st century (Topic B), 
Provision of improved tools for water management, with an emphasis on extreme 
hydrological events and long-term changes (Topic C), and Biogeochemical cycles in the 
Baltic Sea basin and transport processes within the regional Earth system under antropogenic 
influence (Topic D). Furthermore, there were sessions on completed BONUS+ projects, and a 
special session on international cooperation and the future of the new programme. During this 
session, the new programme is outlined by Markus Meier, Anna Rutgersson and Marcus 
Reckermann, followed by a panel discussion. This session will be the first public presentation 
of the new programme and its prospects, and a vivid feedback from the community is 
expected. 
 
Another highlight is the award ceremony for outstanding achievements in the 20 years of 
BALTEX. The name of awardees and photos of the ceremony are available through the 
conference aftermath page (www.baltex-research.eu/oland2013/aftermath.html). There, also a 
summary of the conference can be found as well as conference photos, presentations as pdfs 
and the conference abstract volume and the programme. 
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4. Status Report on BACC II 

Marcus Reckermann gave a report on the status of BACC II. Essentially all chapters are now 
submitted in the revised version. Currently, revised chapters are checked for responses to 
reviewer´s comments and for inconsistencies between chapters. This process will expand until 
late autumn before the editorial work can go to language polishing and formatting. It is 
expected that the book will be ready for print by the end of the year, or early 2014. In this 
respect it was mentioned that the new IPCC report (AR5) will be published on 29 March 
2014, so it will be desirable to publish the BACC II book well before that date. 
 

5. Wrap-up publications of BALTEX 

Next to the BACC II book, which will be the prominent BALTEX Phase II publication, a 
number of BALTEX publications serve as “wrap-up” documents of BALTEX Phase II: 
 

• BACC (Springer, 2008) 
• Outreach booklet in German “Ostseeküste im Wandel”, (HZG 2012) 
• Bornholm Summer School book (“Climate impacts on the Baltic Sea: From Science to 

Policy”, Springer, 2012) 
• Summary article on BALTEX in ERL (BALTEX - an interdisciplinary research 

network for the Baltic Sea Region by M. Reckermann et al., 2011) 
• Ambio Special Issue on ECOSUPPORT (2012) 
• Further BONUS+ compilations and papers of Baltic-C and Amber 
• Special Issues on BALTEX Study Conferences 2004, 2007, 2010, 2013 
 
Furthermore, BALTEX assessments still in preparation include: 
 
• BACC II 
• “The Water and Energy Cycle in the Baltic Sea basin” (writing team led by Franz 

Berger),  
• “The utility of Regional Climate Models” (writing team led by Markus Meier). 
• “Scenario Simulations for the Baltic Sea 1960-2100” (writing team led by Markus 

Meier). 
 

Especially the two latter assessments will be products of the Baltic Earth programme. 

6. Two BALTEX-inherited Conferences in 2014 

Two international conferences were initiated and planned during BALTEX Phase II and will 
be executed during Baltic Earth: 
 

• 12-15 May 2014 in Szczecin, Poland: Climate Change - The environmental and socio-
economic response in the Southern Baltic Region – II (SZC 2014).  
The conference will be organized jointly by the University of Szczecin (Andrzej 
Witkowski, Jan Harff) and the International BALTEX Secretariat. The first conference 
of this sort was in 2009 (www.baltex-research.eu/SZC2009). The Conference website 
is: www.baltex-research.eu/SZC2014.  
Topics: Proxies and modeling of climate change: Past and future projections; Climate 
and coastal areas: Natural dynamics and socio-economic development, changing 
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Baltic Sea coasts and their sustainable protection; Adaption of energy politics to 
climate change 
 

• 16-19 June 2014 in Lund, Sweden: 3rd Lund Regional-scale Climate Modelling 
Workshop. 21st Century Challenges in Regional Climate Modelling (RCM 2014).  
Organized by Lund University, SMHI, DMI, HZG (Markku Rummukainen, Lars 
Bärring, Burkhardt Rockel, Jens Hesselbjerg Christensen) together with the 
International BALTEX Secretariat. The 1st   and 2nd conferences of this sort were in 
2004 and 2009; website: www.baltex-research.eu/RCM2014. 
Topics: Regional Climate and Earth System Models, Very-high-resolution RCMs, 
Challenges for RCM evaluation and application, RCM ensembles. 

7. Finalization of the BALTEX Science Steering Group 

Hans Jörg-Isemer gave a presentation on 20 years of International BALTEX Secretariat. He 
gave an overview of the activities, products and the personnel of the IBS, which was formed 
in April 1994 by the initiative of Ehrhard Raschke, with Hans-Jörg Isemer as secretary. Hans-
Jörg has been the backbone of the Secretariat for the whole period except for a short period of 
two years.  
 
The BSSG acknowledged the work of the Secretariat and thanked the host institute 
Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht for providing this outstanding service to the BALTEX 
network.  
 
In its 20 years of existence, 30 BSSG meetings were held, which averages to 1.5 meetings per 
year. These meeting minutes will be published as International BALTEX Secretariat 
Publication Series No. 54, which means that on average, 2.7 issues per year were published. 
This is a high standard, which the new programme will have to live up to. 
 
As a resumee, Sirje Keevallik pointed out some striking similarities between the history of 
BALTEX and the history of the Universe: From the Big Bang and the condensation and 
dispersal of matter (birth of BALTEX and dispersed ideas on Meteorology, Hydrology and 
Oceanography) to the formation of atoms (data centres, field experiments, circulation models) 
to the current state of stars and galaxies (inclusion of biogeochemistry, climate change and 
social aspects). The final question remains: Will the BALTEX idea in the new form of Baltic 
Earth expand eternally, reach a stable state, or contract and end with a Big Crash?  
 
Anders Omstedt, Hans von Storch, BALTEX Science Steering group co-chairs thanked all 
current and all former members of the BALTEX Steering Group and Working Groups as well 
an everybody involved in BALTEX research, for their efforts, which made the programme 
such a successful endeavour. The BSSG wishes the new programme good luck and success. 

Any other business 

None. 
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Abbreviations and Acronyms 

 

BACC BALTEX Assessment of Climate Change for the Baltic Sea basin 
BALTEX The Baltic Sea Experiment 
BONUS Joint Baltic Sea research and development programme 
BSSG BALTEX Science Steering Group 
DMI Danish Meteorological Institute 

ECOSUPPORT  
Advanced tool for scenarios of the Baltic Sea ECOsystem to SUPPORT decision 
making (a BONUS+ project) 

ERL Environmental Research Letters 
HELCOM Helsinki Commission for the protection of the Baltic Sea 
HZG Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht 
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change 
PostBALTEX Interims acronym for the BALTEX successor programme 
RCM Regional Climate Model 
SMHI Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute 
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Annex 1: BSSG #30 Meeting Agenda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA (as of 5 June 2013) 
 
This short BSSG meeting will be held prior to the 7th Study Conference on BALTEX on the island of Öland, 
Sweden, 10 – 14 June 2013. The meeting will be the final BALTEX Science Steering Group meeting. The 
new programme will be initiated at this Conference.  
 
18:00 Welcome by the Chairpersons  

Sirje Keevallik, Anders Omstedt, Hans von Storch 
 
TOP 1:  Organisational issues 

1.1  Approval of the agenda 
1.2 Approval of the previous BALTEX SSG meeting minutes 
1.3 Review of previous BALTEX SSG meeting action items 

 
TOP 2:  Report by Chairs and Secretariat on current BALTEX activities 

2.1 The 7th Study Conference 
2.2 Status Report on BACC II  
2.3 PostBALTEX – The launch of the new programme 
2.4 Two upcoming conferences in 2014 – Lund and Szczecin 

 
19:00 Break 
 
TOP 3:  "The International BALTEX Secretariat - 20 years of science support and 

management" by Hans-Jörg Isemer 
 
TOP 4:  Wrap-up activities of BALTEX Phase II 

4.1 Publications already available 
4.2 Publications in preparation 

 
TOP 5:   Finalisation of the BALTEX Science Steering Group 
 
TOP 6:   Any other business 

 
20:00  Closing of the meeting 
 

 

30th BALTEX SSG Meeting 
9 June 2013 

 
Strand Hotell Borgholm 

Öland, Sweden 
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Annex 3: BALTEX and the Universe (Sirje Keevallik) 

Similarities between the history of 
the BALTEX and the UNIVERSE

 
 

Dispersed 
ideas

1990

Data centres,
Field experiments,
Circulation models

Knowledge on 
The Baltic Sea,
Atmosphere,
Freshwater Biogeochemistry,

Climate,
Social topics

Key components: 
Oceanography
Meteorology
Hydrology
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The future of the Universe

• Eternal expanding

• Reaching a stable state

• Contracting and ending with the Big Crash

What about BALTEX?
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Annex 4: 20 years of International BALTEX Secretariat (Hans-Jörg Isemer) 
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